Chicago Lakefront Shoreline
Conditions Assessment

June 15, 2026
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Introduction

2000-2025

AThe Park District owns, manages, and
maintains over 26 miles of Michigan
shoreline in Chicago.

Alnherited land from previous districts SR Ykl
after consolidation in 1934. ==
AWork with CDOT, US Army Corps of R

Engineers, IDNR, NOAA, and others -~
to plan, maintain, and improve.

AFull report will be posted on
chicagoparkdistrict.com/lakefront by
Tuesday, 6/16

1900-1950

| 1800-1850 1850-1900

CALUMET PARK

11111


https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/lakefront

Land Acknowledgement

The Chicago Park District acknowledges that we are on the traditional homelands of the Council of the T
Fires: The Odawa, Ojibwe and Potawatomi Nations. Many other Tribes like the Mia@hudk, Menominee,
Sac and Fox also called this area home. Located at the intersection of several great waterways, the land
naturally became a site of travel and healing for many Tribes. Today, Chicago is home to 100,000+ urban
American community members that still practice their heritage, traditions, and care for the land and
waterways.

A land acknowledgment is an Indigenous protocol performed on Indigenous lands across the globe. The
Chicago Park District seeks to restore trust and repair harm with Indigenous and Native communities whd
experience genocide, displacement, and dispossession due to settler colonialism on these lands. We na
stolen and exploited labor of Africans and their Black descendants who have cultivated these lands for
generations and who continue to face structural violence and oppression legitimized by this enslavement
acknowledge the labor of Black and brown people, immigrants, and refugees who have been displaced.
work in partnership with communities through education, community engagement, relationship building, a
taking action to materially support community healing rooted in inclusivity, equity, and respect.

As stewards of public land, we recognize our responsibility to manage and preserve these spaces in way
honor Indigenous knowledge and values. We are committed to working in partnership with Native Americ
communities, the ariginal caretakers of this land, to protect ecosystems, respect sacred spaces, and ens
flYyRZ gl USNBleaz YR tIF]1STNRYyuQa AUl AlUe YR R
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Agenda

. Origins of the Project

Project Goals

Historical Context

Data Gathering and Analysis

Condition, Vulnerabillity, and Assessment Scores
Strategies and Recommendations

Next Steps

Questions
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2019- 2020 Lake Water Levels
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Project Goals

UNDERSTAND THE EXISTING
STATE OF THE SHORELINE

PROMOTE ONGOING
SHORELINE STEWARDSHIP

IDENTIFY STRATEGIES &
ACTIONS TO PROTECT AND
ENHANCE THE SHORELINE
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Shoreline
Protection Project

AHi gh water | evel s
damaged sections of lakefront.

AActions taken by US Army Corps
of Engineers (US/

AUSACE Report in 1993 initiated
the Chicago Shoreline Protection
Project (CSPP).

ACompleted shoreline protection
projects are then maintained by
Park District.

Predecessor Projects in
Caollsboration with USACE
(Completed 1980s)- Rogers
Beach Nourishiment, Fargo
Offshore Breakwater, Jarvis
Oifshore Breafwater, Berger
Fark Revetrment, Thomdale
Offshore Breakwater,
Glenlske Avenus, Granville
Avenue, Rosemont Avenue
North Shore Avenus.
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Map 2.2. Chicago Shareline Protection Project WARD 10

Sowrce: City of Chicago (2025) g

CHICAGO SHORELINE

PROTECTION PROJECT

Predecessor Project (Completed)
227 completed Froject
I United States Army Corpe of Engineers
I city of Chicago and Chicago Park District

1 2
il

COMPLETED & IN-PROGRESS CONTRACTS

Montrose to Montrose North 2005
Belment
Montrose to Irving 2014
Irving to Belmont 2002
Belmont Harbor ~ Belmont Harbar 1999
Peninsula
Belmont to Belmont to Diversey 2004
Diversey (Marth)
Belmont to Diversey 2008
(South)
Diversey Revetmnent 2010
Diversey to Diversey to Fullerton 2005
Fullerton
Fullerton to Fullerton/Theateron 2015
Armitage the Lake
Solidarity Drive  Solidarity Drive 1999
I-55 to 315t 55 to 315t Street 2000
Street
F1st Sreet 315t Street Beach 1999
Beach Stabilization
31st Street 315t Street Harbor 2ma3
Harbor
3st to 33rd Street 1999
31th Street to
20th Street 33rd to 37th Street 2002

37th to 40th Street 2004
Oakwood Beach  40thto 41th Strest 2008

41st Street to st Streetto 43rd 2003
45th Street Strest

43rd to 45th Strest 23
45th Street to 45th to 515t Street Future
51st Street (Morgan Shoal)
51st Street to 515t to S4th Street 2003
S4th Strest

Sdth to S6th Street Future

54th to 57th (Promontory Point)
Street

Sith to 57th Street 2002

ESWFPFP 1998

Eugene Sawyer
Water Filtration Plant




Breaking it Down: -
Shoreline Segments 0 W e—

1
2
& 3
Y% R E G I 0 N 4 Lunt to Pratt
1 U 5 Pratt to Loyola
6 Loyola to Rosemont
\ %B 7 Rosemont to Thorndale
\ )7 8 Thorndale to Hollywood (Osterman Beach)
| 2 9 Hollywood to Balmoral
- . WA R>D_4 8 ¥ 10 Foster Beach
egmented analysis into arts A B el
| IS 12 Montrose Beach
. WARD 4 M 13 Montrose Harbor
\ — 14 Montrose North
O e S O re I n e \ = 15 Montrose to Belmont
. \ 16 Belmont Harbor
=X 17 Belmont to Diversey
. g 15 18 Diversey Harbor
[ LR 19 Diversey to Fullerton
arying areas ana reatures . 20 SouhLagoon
" . 21 Fullerton to Armitage
WA1 RD 44 l% 22 North Avenue Beach

AAllowed for more focused analysis \ o 5 /
and recommendations. <
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Data - Shoreline Features

PHOTO FEATURE  [YNICRL o DESCRIPTION
Breakwater Armor Stone, Shoreline attached or detached structure whose
Steel/Concrete primary function is wave energy reduction.
. FEATURE TYPE MAKEUP
Photo 3.2 Breakwater Length

Breakwater (7%)
19,700 ft; 3.7mi

Armor Stone, BEACH (16%) dkhend (1%).

Revetment ﬂ;ﬁ‘é}i%ﬁeeu Onshore structure whose primary function is to SEAMALL (22%) ;f:n] g‘:,'m
protect the shoreline from erosion. 60,900 FT; 11.5 M| 13,600 ft; 2.6mi
Concrete/Stone
Cap)
Onshore structure whose primary function is to
Seawall Concrete prevent or alleviate overtopping and backshore
flooding.
Photo 3.4 Seawall L
REVETMENT (40%) t SO
Armor Stone, Shoreline attached structure whose primary function REEaRA R :‘;faﬁ}am
Groin Steel/Concrete, is shoreline stabilization, may extend significantly Piot (5%).
. Timber offshore and provide some ancillary wave protection. 13,000ft; 2.5mi
Photo 3.5 Groin
Shore connected structure whose primary function is
Je Steel Sheet Pile,  stabilization of a navigation channel; built on ane ar
Ty Steel/Concrete both sides of the channel extending perpendicularly

into the water,

Photo 3.6 Jelty

*Not Displayed Here: Pier, Beach, Bulkhead, and Misc. See Page 19 of LSCA Report
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