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Introduction
ÅThe Park District owns, manages, and 

maintains over 26 miles of Michigan 
shoreline in Chicago.

ÅInherited land from previous districts 
after consolidation in 1934.

ÅWork with CDOT, US Army Corps of 
Engineers, IDNR, NOAA, and others 
to plan, maintain, and improve.

ÅFull report will be posted on 
chicagoparkdistrict.com/lakefront by 
Tuesday, 6/16
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https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/lakefront


Land Acknowledgement
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The Chicago Park District acknowledges that we are on the traditional homelands of the Council of the Three 
Fires: The Odawa, Ojibwe and Potawatomi Nations. Many other Tribes like the Miami, Ho-Chunk, Menominee, 
Sac and Fox also called this area home. Located at the intersection of several great waterways, the land 
naturally became a site of travel and healing for many Tribes. Today, Chicago is home to 100,000+ urban Native 
American community members that still practice their heritage, traditions, and care for the land and 
waterways.

A land acknowledgment is an Indigenous protocol performed on Indigenous lands across the globe. The 
Chicago Park District seeks to restore trust and repair harm with Indigenous and Native communities who 
experience genocide, displacement, and dispossession due to settler colonialism on these lands. We name the 
stolen and exploited labor of Africans and their Black descendants who have cultivated these lands for 
generations and who continue to face structural violence and oppression legitimized by this enslavement. We 
acknowledge the labor of Black and brown people, immigrants, and refugees who have been displaced. We will 
work in partnership with communities through education, community engagement, relationship building, and 
taking action to materially support community healing rooted in inclusivity, equity, and respect.

As stewards of public land, we recognize our responsibility to manage and preserve these spaces in ways that 
honor Indigenous knowledge and values. We are committed to working in partnership with Native American 
communities, the original caretakers of this land, to protect ecosystems, respect sacred spaces, and ensure the 
ƭŀƴŘΣ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƪŜŦǊƻƴǘΩǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΦ

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/land-acknowledgment-statement

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/land-acknowledgment-statement


Agenda

1. Origins of the Project

2. Project Goals

3. Historical Context

4. Data Gathering and Analysis

5. Condition, Vulnerability, and Assessment Scores

6. Strategies and Recommendations

7. Next Steps

8. Questions
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Lake Michigan Water Levels

5Source: https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/data/wlevels/dashboard/#longterm

https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/data/wlevels/dashboard/#longterm


2019- 2020 Lake Water Levels
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Burnham Park, 49 th  Street Lincoln; North of Ohio St Beach 



SOUTH SHORE CULTURAL CENTER



49TH TO 51ST STREET (BURNHAM)



HOWARD BEACH



Project Goals

01

02

03
IDENTIFY STRATEGIES & 
ACTIONS TO PROTECT AND 
ENHANCE THE SHORELINE

PROMOTE ONGOING 
SHORELINE STEWARDSHIP

UNDERSTAND THE EXISTING 
STATE OF THE SHORELINE

South Shore Cultural Center
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Historical Context
Burnham Park, late 1920s
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Burnham Park, late 1920s

Historical Context
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Burnham Park, early 1930s

Historical Context
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Lincoln Park, 1968

Historical Context
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Historical Context
Lincoln Park, 1968



Shoreline
Protection Project
ÅHigh water levels in 1970ôs 

damaged sections of lakefront.

ÅActions taken by US Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) in 80ôs.

ÅUSACE Report in 1993 initiated 
the Chicago Shoreline Protection 
Project (CSPP).

ÅCompleted shoreline protection 
projects are then maintained by 
Park District.
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Breaking it Down:
Shoreline Segments
ÅSegmented analysis into 63 parts 

of the shoreline.

ÅVarying areas and features.

ÅAllowed for more focused analysis 
and recommendations.
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Data -  Shoreline Features

*Not Displayed Here: Pier, Beach, Bulkhead, and Misc. See Page 19 of LSCA Report



Data -  Imagery and Elevation
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Montrose Point

Park No. 566


